





REFEREKCE BOOK 
HISTORICAL RECORD 

OF. 

No. 1 (KOHAT,) 

MOUNTAIN BATTERY, 

Punjab Frontier Forge. 



“Peiwar Kotal,”-—“ Kabul, 1879” 


“Afghanistan, 1878-80.” 



LAHORE! 

PDHJAB SOYBBUMBirT PEBSS, 
1886 . 



CONTENTS. 


Inspection ill; Jaiiiiary ; Lieutenant Elies transferred .... ' $■ 

Battery marelies. hi relief to ' ,Dera Ismail Khan ; Camp Girni ; , Inspection 

in January ; Lieutenant. Plunkett joins j Major Gillespie retires 'ifj, 

Captaiii Lewis appointed Commandant,; , Inspections, in November and,,' 

' De,cembeT , v,.., ,,, .,» • " lo 

Camp Fanniala; Inspection in March; Appointments— Captain Abbott, 

Captain ftjwinley, Lieiitenant Plunkett ... ... ... ik 

CaTop of Exercise ; Inspection in February; Lieutenant Campbell joins ... 

Captain Abbott struck off ; Lieutenant Plunkett transferred; Captain 

Kelso appointed Commandant ... ... II 

Ins[:ertion in January; Battery marches in relief to Edwardos-ahad ; 
Lieutenant Jervois joins ; Snider carbines received ; Inspection in 
December ... ... „* ... ... ih, 

Inspection in November ; The Field guns placed in Fort Dali pgarh : The • 
wagons, &c., sent to Depot at Dera Ismail Khan ... ... ib. 

Battery marches to Kohdt ; Battery converted into No. 1 Mountain Battery ; 
I.n3pection in March ; Order of British India ; Promotions ; Lieutenant 
MacMahon joins and proceeds on furlough ; Jowaki expedition . ... 12 

Furlough men' recalled ; Jowakfs ,■ ••• „♦ ... ■ i.. IS 

LieuteimBt Bhirres joins ; Jowaki expedition G. G. 0. 738 of 1878 ; General 
Keyes»despatch,G.G 0.738 of 1878 ■ ... ... , 14 

Afghan campaign ; Warned for field service • Ordered to join the Force 
assembled to attack Ali Masjid ; Eeturns to Koliat; Taken on strength 
of the Kurram Field Force, D. O. 153 of 3rd November 1881 ; Marches 
towairds Thai; Crosses the Afghan frontier ... ... ... 11$ 

Beconnaissance of the Peiwar Kotal ; Assault of the Peiwar Kotai, 2nd 

December ; Marches towards the Shutargardan ... ... 10 

Betiirn to the Kurram Valley ; Forcing the Sapri Pass ; Order of march ; 

AugmcTitation of 20 Gunners ; Altered to 8 Gunners and 12 Drivers ... IT 

Attached to the Force invading Khost Valley ; ..Action at M.atniT, 7!h 
January ; Keturn to the Kurram Valley ; Ordered to Kurrani Fort ; 

Ordered to be augmented to 0 guns ; Detail of augmentation to G guns ; 

Extra men sanctioned ... ... ... ... IS 

Ordered to Biaii Kliel ; Order of Merit ; Lieutenant Bailward joins ; 

Beconnaissances in the Mangal country ; March for Kariah ... IS 

Ordered to Kurram ; A half Battery ordered to Baddesh Khel ; Massacre 
of the British .Embassy at Kabul ; The Battei^y ordered to Aii Khel ; 

March to the Shutargardan ... ... ... ... 20 

Attack on the Shutargardan ... ... ... ... ...21,22 

y;G'.;G.:'0.,ii88ofiS79''';;i" ^ b 23,;;' 

' Ordered to Kabul ,« ... ... ... ^ 2i 

. Attached to Brigadier ’General Baker’s Brigade proceeding to Maidan : 

Beturn to Kabul ; Attached to Brigadier-General Maepher^on's Brigade 
marching against the enemy ... ... ... 2b 

Action with the Kohistanis ; Action in the Char Dey Valley 26 

• Attack on the Takht«i-Shah m* ... ... ...27—20 

> Lieutenant F. E. Thackeray joins ; Head- Quarters aitd Centre and Left 

Divisions ... 30 

• Hissarak expedition, April 

} Lieutenant Jervois leaves Eight Division , in Kurram Valley ,»* 33 , 



COKTEKTS. 


i EAR. 

1871} 

ISSU 


1881 


1SS2 


1888 


1S81 


1SS5 


I)i vision ZaimiisM expedition ^ «.« ■ mi ' 

I/oi;t Division joins expedition against Bestid and Kama 

Left Division, JalalabM- ' m.' /, 

Expedition to Kama ; Lieutenant Honner joins 

S,^tablisbed streiig of the Battery;. Casualties during the Afghan 

" campaign', ... , : ... ■ ■ - ■ ... ■ ... 

Services.of imlividiTals''and.iwavds...'''' 

Lieutenant F. E. Thackeray leaves ; The Battery returns to India „» 

Battery arrives at Dera Ismail Khan ; Head-Quarters and Nos. 1 and 6. .Onus 
march to join /Deserve Brigade "Vib F. F.', ,,, ... „« 

Eeturn to Dera Ismail, Khan ; Inspection in January ... 

Eediiction to four Guns ; Increase of the Baggage E sta hi! sli in ent • Good 
conduct pay to, N.-C. Officers 

Major Morgan goes on 8 months’ general leave 

Lieutenant Biowniow joins Battery marches from Dera Ismail Khan to 
Abljott-ahad ; l\,Iajor Morgan rejoins ; Major Morgan leaves, and Captain 
81r]r.res is apVioiiited Coiinriandaiit ; A detaclijiient of tlie Battery 
proceeds to Assam ; New equipment rec,eiv{jd ; LudLidiia disease broiie 
cut at A bbolt»ahad ; Detachment marches to the front 

Captain. 8hirrcs goes on a reconnaissance ; The action of Tanga Pani ; Eeturn 
march cominenced ; Equipment returned to arsenal " ... ,,, 

Arrives at Abb-itt-ahad IPth February ; Complimentary Oi’der ; No. 87 76i,A.. 
iiated 80>h CJciobcr 1884, from the Adjutant-General iii India to 
Captain 8hirres ... ... 

'lAetiterraht ,»*. ...» . .■.n,, 

Ba.ti:ei\y marches for Kohat 6th February ... 

Battery marches to Oranp of Exercise, Kawalpindi. 16tli March : Batle.rv 
increased to sh; gins, A. A. G.’s 855 C. of 18th March ,* Battery aM,rnc;:;i 
for active s.ervice, April ■ h 

Jair^adar Anokha appointed Srd Native Officer ; Lieutenant Underwrod 
joins ; Four screw guns ordered ; Lieutenant 8t. John joins ; Lieatonant 
Brownlow attached to No. 4 (Hazara) Mountain Battery ... 


Pa fit „ 
88 
%h. 

' fJl';, ■ 

:ui 


.87 

38 

B U- 
•hi 

40 

4I„ 


Ik 


42 "■ 


44 ,: 




ECISTOE/IO^IL. 


OF 

MO, 1 (KOHAT) MOUNTAIN BATTERY, 

PUNJAB FRONTIER FORCE. 


No, 2 Punjab Light Field Battery was raised od the 
1st February 1851, and Lieutenant Hammond, Royal Artil- 
lery, having been appointed Commandant, joined on that date. 
The material from which the Battery was formed consisted 
of 4 guns of Hafiz Bakhsh’s Troop and 2 of Fazal AH’s Troop, 
Darbar Horse Artillery, all of which were present with Lieu- 
tenant Herbex't Edwardes at the siege of Mooltan in 1848, 


^Raiaing' of: 
Battery. 


Lieutenant 
iSammond. , 


WlBgB „ ■ 'Of! 

Mooltan, 


The Battery was stationed at Bannu, and the 2 guns of 
Fazal All’s Troop, which were on command at Lattammar, 
joined on the 25th February 1851. 


The first annual practice of the Battery commenced on 
the 15th September 1851. On the 15th November 1851 the 
Right Division, under command of Sdbadar Ami'r Kh4n, was 
detached to the Gumatti Outpost. 

Early in February 1852 the work of building the Bat- Linesuuut 

■"■■at Bannu.. ■ 

tery Lines at Bannu was commenced, and was continued till 
the commencement of the hot season. 


The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Hodg- jn 
son, Commanding the Punjab Irregular Force, on 10th Janu- 
ary 1852, and the following order was subsequently published 
with reference to the inspection : — 

“The Commanding Officer has received the orders of Brigadier Oompli- 
Hodgson, Commanding the Pan jab Irregular Force, to communicate to 
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the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the Battery the 
expression of his unqualified approbation of the soldier-like appearance 
and general discipline of the men, and the state of efficiency of the 
Battery, which, the Brigadier-General has been pleased to say, would do 
credit to any Battery in the Service.*’ 

Dew isma^ On the 15th January 1853 the Left Division was detached 

'JESlhLSH', ' ^ 

on command to Dera Ismail Khan under Sdbaddr Amir 
Khdn. 

expaditiw On the 19th March another gun was detached to join the 
Left Division, and Lieutenant Hammond proceeded with this 
half Battery with the Force under Brigadier Hodgson into 
the Sheordni Hills. This Force broke up on the 12th April, 
and this gun then returned to Bannu, leaving the Left Divi- 
sion at Dera Ismail Khan. 


Captain Captain tiammond was obliged, on promotion, to vacate 

.H.aninioiid ^ 

retires. Command of the Battery, and Lieutenant S. W. Stokes, 
who was then Commissary of Ordnance, having been appointed 
comm^d- Commandant, joined on 1st August 1853. 


Asni. On the 24th October 1853 the Battery marched for Asni, 

and on the 1st November the Right Division relieved the Left 
at Dera Ismail Khan, and the latter proceeded towards Dera 
Ghazi Khan, arriving there in February 1854. 

liieufcenant The Battery arrived at Asni on the 25th November 
Stokes* death ■ ^ ^ r\ nr 

at Asni. 1853. Lieutenant Stokes died at Asni on the 21st May 18o4j 

having been Commandant 9 months. 

Lieutenant Lieutenant G. Maister was appointed to officiate as 
^mmand- Commandant, and joined on 15th June 1854. 


at ©era Gha- 
ssi Khan. 


On the 6th December 1854 the Battery marched to Dera 
Ghdzi Khan, and arrived there on the 12th of the same month. 
The Centre Division marched to Dera Ismail Khan under 
command of Siihaddr Mldn Khan on the 2nd January 1855. 


Epidemic During the hot season of 1854 there was an epidemic 
amongst the horses of the Battery, and 9 horses died. 
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On the 1st October 1855 Siibaddr Amir KMn of the 
Battery was appointed Adjutant of the 4th Police Battalion. 

On the 4th November 1855 the Waziris threatening 
the frontier of D^' Ismail Khan, the Centre Division, which 
was on command at that station, was ordered out with the 
troops. The detachment marched a little after sunrise on the 
4th November to Kuti, and arrived there (about 10 miles) 
about midday. Marched at 7 p. m. the same day to KuMchi, 
and arrived there about 4 a. M. On the 5th marched about 
midday, and reached Rori about 4 p. m., — the whole distance 
being about 40 miles, in 32 hours. 

Extract of Camp Orders, dated Head-quarters Camp Rori, 
15th November 1855 : — 

“The Brigadier-General cannot conclude this his last Camp Order 

without expressing his satisfaction at the manner in which the Artillery 
detachment accomplished the march from Bera Ismail Khan, At the 
termination of a long march, o?er a broken road, the horses were quite 
fresh and equal to any additional distance which could, in reason, be required 
of them. 

“This circumstance is the best possible proof of the gunners having 
been thoroughly instructed as drivers and of the efficiency of the 
horses. Although Lieutenant Maister’s strong punchy little horses may 
not be able to gallop through a field day, on a parade ground, in as 
dashing a style as larger or more showy horses, he may depend upon it 
that on service his guns would always be to the front, and fit for 
any work.” 

On tlie 1st December 1855 the Centre Division rejoined 
Head-quarters for practice. Brigadier-General Chamberlain 
reviewed the Battery on the 11th February 1856. 

On the 1st March the Left Division was detached to Dera 
Ismail Khan. 

On the 3rd April Lieutenant R. Meecham was transferred 
and Lieutenant G. Maister appointed Commandant. 

Lieutenant M. M. FitzGerald, H. A., is appointed doing 
duty Subaltern by G. 0. G. G. 27th June 1856. 


Marck ' to 
Sort. 


Complimen- 
tary Order, 


Inspection. 


Kenteiaant 

Meecham 

transferred. 


tjieuteuant 

l*itjs0«rald 

^pointed 

BEoaltern. 
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^ ^ the 30th September 1856 the Head-quarters with 

Centre Division of the Battery marched for Dera Ismail Khan, 
leaving the Right Division on command at Dera G-hdzi Khan. 
The Head-quarters marched into Dera Ismail Khan on the 

October. 

Battery ar- On the 25th November 1856 the Battery marched from 

riv63 , at, . ■ ' ■ ' ■ 

Eohat. Dera Ismail Khan to the neighbourhood of Kulachi. On 
the 7th January 1857 the Battery marched towards Kohdt 
in course of relief, and arrived there on the 22nd January 
1857. 

Lieutenant FitzGerald joined the Battery on the 28th 
January 1857. 

2 British On the 17th February 1857 a detachment of the Battery— 
i strength as per margin— marched from Kohdt with the 

®offloei-s. Moimtain Train attached to the Battery to Kdlabdgh, and 
40 ®»uii e^^barked there on the 20th for Daera Di'npandh, where it 
aers. arrived on the 28th February, and marched to Taunsa, and 
joined the Force under Brigadier Chamberlain assembled 
Expeditiott for field service against the tribe of Bozdar Bildchis. The 
dar^iliuciSsi Force marched from Taunsa on the 6th March to Didachi, 
within the Bozdar hills, without opposition. 

On the 7th March the Force marched and encountered 
the enemy in a strong position known as the “ Khan 
Bund.” The followmg extract from Field Force Order was 
published : — 

Coaiplimsn- " Brigadier feels deeply grateful to the troops for the gallant manner 
tsry Order, Jq -whieh they carried the enemy's position yesterday, and it will afford him 
much gratification to bring their very excellent conduct to the notice of 
Government. The powerful assistance rendered by the Artillery contributed 
materially to out success ; and Lieutenants Maister, Sladen and Meecham 
and the European Non-Commissioned OfScers and the men well sustained 
the reputation of their arm of the service.” 

The Force remained in the Bozdar country till the 22nd 
March. 
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On the 25th March the detachment marched, route, 
for Kohdt, and arrived there on the 14th April 1857. 

On the 22nd June 1857 a detachment of 10 gunners 
marched by forced marches to Amritsar, 

On the 29th June Lieutenant FitzG-erald proceeded to 
join the Force at Delhi. • 

On the 22nd March 1858 a detachment of two 9 -pounder e^^edufon. 
guns and 2 Mountain guns marched into Miranzai, under 
command of Captain Maister, and returned to Kohdt on the 
2nd April 1858. 

On the 20th October 1858 the Right Division, under 

s©r’v*ic^! ' 

command of Subaddr Mian Khdn, marched for service in : I 

Hindiistdn, and joined a Division of No. 3 Battery under 
Lieutenant Cumberland at Lahore, 

Lieutenant Ryan joined the Battery as doing duty officer 
on 13th November 1858. 

Lieutenant Craster joined on 12th September 1859. 

Four guns of the Battery, under command of Captain 
Maister, with Lieutenant Craster doing duty officer, marched 
with the Kabul Khel Field Force under Brigadier-Greneral 
Chamberlain, c. b., on the 14th December 1859, and returned 
to Kohdt on the 14th January 1860. 

The Battery marched for Bannu, in course of relief, on Battery 
3rd March, and arrived there on 8th March I860. ■ Banuu. 

Two guns of the Battery, under command of Captain 
Maister, marched from Bannu on the 9th April 1860 to join 
the Tank Field Force under Brigadier-General Chamberlain, paiosi. 
and were engaged during the night attack on their Camp 
at Paiosi on the 23rd April. In this affair Siibadar Mard4n 
Ali Shah and one gunner were wounded. 

The guns were also employed in forcing the Burrara 
Pass on 4th May 1860, 
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Captain Oil- 
lespie ap-, 
pointed 
'Coiaaman- 
■■■■ dant- 


Battery re- 
.'duoed to '4 ; 
guns. ■ 


Lieutenant 
Craster joins 
3 ' Bat- 
tery. 


Inspection. 


Lieutenant 
Lewis ap- 
pointed to 
Battery. 


Inspection. 


Battery 
marches in 
relief to 
liera Ismail 
Bihan. 


Lieutenant 
Lewis joins 
::':'j8-o,l'Bat-' ■■ 
tery. 


Lieutenant 
.Craster' ,re- ^ 
joins. 


Inspection 


The detachment returned to Bannu on the 20th May 

1860 . 

Captain G. Maister having obtained furlough to Europe, 
Lieutenant Craster assumed command of the Battery on the 
22nd February 1861, 

Second Captain Gillespie assumed command of the 
Battery on the 31st March 1861, having been appointed 
Commandant by G. 0. G. G, dated 15th March 1861. 

The Battery was reduced from 6 to 4 guns on the 1st 
January 1861. 

Lieutenant Craster having been appointed to act as 
Commandant of No. 3 Battery by G. 0. G. G. No. 234, dated 
15th March 1861, proceeded to take command of it at Dera 
Ismail Khan on the 1st April 1861. 

The Battery was inspected by His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief at Bannu on the 7th February 1862. 

Lieutenant Lewis, appointed doing duty officer by 
G. 0. G. G. No. 229, dated 26th February 1862, joined 25th 
March 1862. 

The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General 
Chamberlain on the 19th April 1862. 

The Head-quarters and Right Division marched for 
Dera Ismail Khan, in course of relief, on the 18th November, 
and arrived there on 22nd November, and the Left Division 
joined Head-quarters on the 25th December 1862. 

Lieutenant Lewis, appointed doing duty officer in No. 1 
Battery, was struck off the strength on 20th January 1863. 

Lieutenant Craster rejoined the Battery on the 19th 
February 1863, on being relieved of the temporary command 
of No. 3 Battery. 

The Battery was inspected, by Brigadier-General Cham- 
berlain, c. B., Commanding the Force on the 26th and 27th 
February 1863. 
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The Left Division, under command of Jamaddr Lehna 
Singh, pi’oceeded on command to Bannu on the 26th Sep-- 
tember 1863. The Mountain Train equipment, consisting 
of one 3-pounder and one 12 -pounder Howitzer, was sent 
into the Dera Ismail Khan Magazine in conformity with 
instructions on the 11th May 1863. 

The Head -quarters and Right Division, under command 
of Captain Gillespie, proceeded into Camp at Dera Ismail 
Khan on the 17th October. 

The Left Division rejoined Head-quarters at Gamp 
Sultan ka Kote on the 27th January 1864. 

The Battery returned to Dera Ismail Khan on the 19th 
February 1864, 

Lieutenant Craster resigned, at his own request, his 
appointment as doing duty officer, and was struck olF the 
strength from the 2nd May 1864. 

Lieutenant Conolly, appointed officiating doing duty 
officer by G. 0. G. G. Ko. 427, of 16th May 1864, joined 
the Battery on the 21st June 1864. 

The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Cham- 
berlain, c. B., on the 30th January and 4th and 5th Feb- 
ruary 1865- 

Lieutenant ConoUy, transferred to Peshawar Mountain 
Train, was struck off on 14th April 1865. 

Lieutenant Rivaz joined as doing duty officer 4th May 
1865. 

The Battery marched, in course of relief, from Dera Ismail 
Khan on 4th January 1866, and arrived at Kohdt on the 18th 
January 1866. 

Captain Gillespie, having proceeded on furlough on 
medical certificate to Europe on 15th February 1867 
Lieutenant Rivaz assumed command of the Battery. 


■Divisidra." to: 


Craster 

resigm'' 


BieuteBaat 
C 3UoUy op- 
pointed. 


laspecHoa. 


Liautenaat 

Conolly 

transferred. 


Iiieutenant 

Biyassjoias. 


Battery 
marohes to 


MeiiteBant 
Kivaas as- 
sumes com- 
mand. 


8 


HISTORICAI, RECORD OF 


ijispeotion. Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Cham- 

berlain on the 6th March 1867. 

c^Rptain Captain Elliot, appointed to officiate as Commandant, 
pentad o^ffg. joined 5th April 1867 at Eohdt. 

danti. 

Choi era Cholei’a having made its appearance in the Battery, it 

breaks out. moved into camp on the 2 1st July, and returned to 

Cantonments on the 20th September 1867, having lost one 
syce, one grasscutter and one bhistie. 

EiuSt^ieave^ Captain Elliot was appointed to officiate as Brigade 
Battery. ;y;ajor, R. A., Northern Division, and proceeded to join his 
appointment on 1st November 1867, making over command 
of the Battery to Lieutenant Rivaz. 

Inspection. The Right Half Battery and 2 Mountain guns manned 
by detachments from Left Half Battery, marched for Camp 
of Exercise at Gumbat on 15th December 1867, and were 
inspected by General Wilde in Camp, returning to Canton- 
ments on 24th December. 

Captain Captain R. J. Abbott was appointed to officiate as 
oiaSn^g comi Commandant of the Battery, and joined 29th January 1868. 

oubian PaM. ^ ^ Sub-divisions and 2 Mountain guns, 

manned by detachments from 2 and 4, were engaged with 
the Bizotis on the 12th March 1868 in the Oublan Pass 
near Kolffit. 


mJoilitI Til® Battery marched, in course of relief, from Kohat 
Bannu. December 1868, and reached Bannu on 24th Decem- 

ber 1868. 

Captain Captain Gillespie rejoined from furlough to Eui’ope and 
®*§oiSsf resumed command on the 16th January 1869. 

Inspection, The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Hughes 
on the 4th March 1869. 


C ii ol ey a' 
breaks out* 


The Battery marched into camp on account of cholera 
on the 12th November, and returned to Cantonments on the 
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1st December 1869, having lost two cai’penters, one Bunniah’s 
servant and one bullock-driver. 

The Battery was inspected by Major-General FitzMayer, 

R. A., Inspector R. A, Northern Division, on the 9th 
December 1869, and again by Major-General Hughes on 
the 8th January 1870. 

Two Naicks, 7 Gunners, 3,3 horses and 9 bullocks were 
received from No. 1 Battei’y on the 1st July? 1870, on its 
being broken up. 

On the 3rd October 1870 Lieutenant Rlvaz was appointed 
probationer for the Staff Corps. Lieutenant Elies joined 
as Subaltei’n on the 30th December 1870. 

The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Keyes 
on the 24th and 26th January 1871. 

Lieutenant Elies was appointe 1 Subaltern of the Pesha- 
war Mountain Battery on the l6th October 1871. 

The Battery marched, in course of relief, to Dei'a Ismail 
Khan on the 3rd January 1872, and arrived there on the 7th 
January. 

The Right Division of the Battery, under command 
Shbadar Mardan Ali Shah, marched to Camp Girni on the 
10th January 1872. 

The Left Division was inspected by General Kej’es ^aspeotioa 
on the 22nd January 1872, imd the Right Division on the 
2dth January at Camp Zam. 

The Right Division rejoined Head-quarters on the 26th 
March 1872. 

Lieutenant Plunkett joined the Battery as Subaltern 
on the 30th April 1872. 

Major Gillespie, having been allowed to retire on a 
pension, was struck off the strength of the Battery on the’^“®*’ 


■Iiispectioni* 


, *1’ r «• 11 g f 
IroM' If 0.1' 
Battery. 


Elies 'Joixifi. 


InBDection. 


XiiaufeeBamt 

fera'iiS'-'- 

feryed. . 


■ Ba-ttery; 
marches in 
relief to 
Bera Isitiail 
Khan. 
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2 1st September 1872, and Lieutenant Plunkett assumed 
temporary charge of the Battery, 

Captain Lewis was appointed Commandant on 11th 
Command- October 1872, and Lieutenant Plunkett Officiating Com- 
' mandant during the absence of Captain Lewis, 
laspeotions, Colonel Earle, Military Secretary to His Excellency the 
Viceroy, Lord Northbrook, inspected the Battery on the 
9th November 1872, 

On the 28th December 1872 the Battery was inspected 
by the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. 

The Battery marched to Tank and Pezu as part of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s escort on the 7th January, and 
. returned on the 15th January 1873. On the 29th January 
1873 the Left Division under Lieutenant Plunkett marched 
to Camp Pannidla for the purpose of carrying on practice 
on the Sheikh Budin range of hills. 

iit»i.eotion. The Battery was inspected by General Keyes on the 
24th March 1873. 


On the 27th February 1873 Lieutenant Lewis’s appoint- 
ment was cancelled and Captain G. Swinley appointed Com- 
mandant in his stead, and Lieutenant Plunkett was appointed 
to officiate as Commandant No. 3 Light Field Battery. 

On the 23rd April 1873 Captain Abbott was appointed 
Commandant of No. 2 Battery, and Captain Swinley of No. 3 
Battery, and Lieutenant Plunkett Officiating Commandant 
of No. 2 Battery during Captain Abbott’s absence in Europe. 

The Battery marched to Camp of Exercise at Panniala 
under General Keyes on the 12th January 1874, and returned 
on the 5th February. 

Inspection. General Keyes inspected the Battery on the 5th Feb- 
ruary 1874. 


Joins. 


Lieutenant W. M. Campbell joined the Battery as 
Subaltern on the 7th March 1874. 
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Captain Abbott was struck off the strength of the Battery 
from the 30th January 1874, having overstayed his leave in 
Europe. 

Lieutenant Plunkett, having been appointed to the Royal 
Horse Artillery, was struck off the strength of the Battery 
from the 18th April 1874, and Lieutenant Campbell assumed 
temporary command on that date. 

Captain J. A. Eelso, R'. A., was appointed Commandant 
by G. G. 0. No. 400, dated 30th April 1874; and as- 
sumed command on the 13th May 1874. 

The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General Keyes 
at Dera Ismail Khan on the 6th January 1875. 

The Battery marched, in relief, to Edwardes-abad on 
the 29th January 1875, arriving there on the 3rd February 
1875. 

Lieutenant H. N. Jeiwois joined the Battery as Subal- 
tern, vice Lieutenant Campbell, transferred to No. 3 Punjab 
Field Battery on 10th August 1875, in accordance with 
G. G. 0. No. 703, dated 8th July '1875. 

Snider Carbines were received in place of Enfield Car- 
bines in October 1875. 


C ap t a i ll 
Abbott 
struck oif. 


Lieut en'aiit' 
Plunkett, 
tranif erred. 


0 ap.'t a i a 
Kelso .ap- 
pointed ■ 
Command- 
ant, ' 


Inspection. 


B attery 
marelies in 
relief to 
Edwardes- 
abad. 


Ineutensnt 
Jervois joins. 


Snider 
Carbines re- 
ceived. 


The Battery was inspected at Edwardes-ahad on the ijaspecttons. 
4th December 1875 by Brigadier-General Keyes, C. B., and 
again on the 30th November 1876. 

The Field guns, with their limbers, intrenching tools ihemeia 
and mule boxes, with 130 rounds per ..gun and 100 rounds 
per Howitzer were placed, as a reserve, in Fort Dalip- 
garh at Edwardes-ahad on the 23rd December 1876,^^^^^^^^^^ 
preparatory to the conversion of the Battery into a Mountain 
Battery. 

The wagons, forge, carts and surplus stores, with all 
horses unfit for transfer to Regular Batteries, were marched 
to Dera Ismail Khan under Lieutenant Jervois on 2oth 
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December 1876— the former to be banded over to the Deputy 
Commissary of Ordnance there, and the latter to be sold 
by auction, 

marches ^to The men and mules marched to Kohdt on the 2nd 

Koliiat. 

January and arrived there on the 6th January 1877. The 
7 -pounder M. B. equipment was taken over on the 8th 
Battery eon- Januarv 1877, and this was fixed as the date of the con- 
Sin nSiyi version of the Battery into No. 1 Mountain Battery. 

inspsation. The Battery, witli its new equipment, was inspected 
by His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Sir 
Henry Davies, on the 26th March 1877. 


The Battery remained in camp at Kohat from 6th Jan- 
uary to 21st April 1877, moring into the Artillery Lines 
on the latter date, on the march of the Hazdra Mountain 
Battery to Abbott-abad. > 

Sdbaddr-Major Marddn Ali Shah was admitted to the 
India. Class of the Order of British India on Lst January 

.Promotions. ig 77 ^ aud was pensioned on 1st May 1877,— Jemadar Lehna 
Singh being promoted to Siibadar, and Havaldar Major Einam 
Din to Jemaddr. 


Xiiaiitenant 
MacMaHott 
Joixia and 
proceeds on 
I'arlougH. 


Jowafci Ex- 
pediUon. 


Lieutenant P. A. MacMahon, B. A., was appointed 2nd 
Subaltern by G. G. 0. No. 60, dated 26th January 1877, 
and joined the Battery on 25th February 1877. He pro- 
ceeded on sick leave to Miirree on the 9th August and was 
granted 18 months’ fuidough to Europe on medical certificate 
by G. G. 0. No. 1144, dated 22nd December 1877. 

The Battery under command of Captain Kelso proceeded 
on service against the Jowdki Afridis on the morning of 
the 30th August 1877. The Tortung Pass was forced at 
daylight, and the Force marched through the Turki Valley, 
burning the enemy’s villages, and reached the camping- 
ground at Gumbat vid, the Kachi-nai Pass at 11 p. m. One 
gunner and 2 mules were wounded during the day. 
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The Battery returned to Kohdt the next day. 

On the 25th September the Battery marched to Gundidli, 
near Gumbat, with troops from Kohdt, to cover the building 
of a Fort to command the Gundidli ravine ; was engaged 
with the enemy on the 26th at Gundiali, and returned to 
Kohdt on the 27th September 1877. 

Furlough men were recalled for service on the 8th 
October 1877. 

The Battery marched again, with a force from Kohdt, 
against the Jowakis on the 9th November 1877, and bivouacked 
at Paiah from the 9th to 14th November. Was engaged 
with the enemy on the advance on Paiah, and also during 
the retirement from it. Returned to Kohat on 18th No- 
vembei*. 

Half Battery — Nos. 1 and 4 guns— marched to Turk! 
on 30th November, and on the following morning formed 
part of the left attack on Jamu. Was engaged with enemy 
for about 2 hours, and bivouacked at Camp Shindeh till 4th 
December, and then returned to Camp Turki. Proceeded 
to Gariba on the 7th December, held a position during the 
capture and burning of Gariba, and returned to Turki 
the same evening. Marched back to Kohdt on the 8th 
December. 

Half Battery — Nos. 2 and 3 guns — marched to Turki 
on the 26th December, and halted there till the 31st on 
account of rain. 

Proceeded on 31st December with No. 1 Column to 
Gariba, and bivouacked there. 

Retired on 1st January 1878 from Gariba, was 
recalled, and took up a position to cover retirement of 
troops. 

Returned to Turki the same night, and on the 15th 
January 1878 proceeded to Jamu. Next morning covered 
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the taking of heights O'verlooking the Naru Khnlla by 1st 
Sikhs. 

Proceeded then with the rest of the column' through 
defile, and was engaged with the enemy 
at the further end. Returned the same evening to- Jarau, 
One mule slightly wounded in two- places during retire- 
ment ; one struck in the saddle. Proceeded again on 17t!i 
January through the defile, and was again engaged with 
enemy at further end. Returned the same day to Jamu. 
Returned to camp Turki on 18th January 1878, and was 
relieved by Nos. 1 and 4 guns under Lieutenant Jervois 
from Koh4t on 20th February 1878. 

The latter Division returned to Eohat on the 7th 
March 1878, on the conclusion of the expedition. 

Captain Morgan, Commandant No. 5 Garrison Battery, 
was at Captain Kelso’s request attached to the Battei-y 
throughout the foregoing operations in the absence of the 
Subalterns. 

stol“»?otos. Lieutenant J. C. Shirres, appointed Officiating 2nd 
Subaltern by G. G. 0. No. 1168, dated 28th December 
1877, vice Lieutenant MacMahon, joined at Kohdt on the 
5th February 1878. 

from N'o, 128 F, F., dated 8 th 3£arch 1878^ from Brigadier -Genera I 
C. F, Feyes^ C. to the Secretajy to the Government of the Punjab . 
Military Department. 

« Captain J. A/ Kelso, B, A.; Commanding No. I Mountain Batterf, 
is deserving of much credit for the manner in which he took his Batterf 
over the very difficult ground traversed by the left attack on Jamu, and 
for the admirable practice of his Battery on that occasion. He was most 
zealous and energetic throughout the whole of the operations, and rendered 
valuable aid to the Infantry at Faxah^ Jamu, Ghariba (on two occasions)^ 
and the Naru Khulla.” 


a. D. 738 of 
1878. 

G:„0-ea©ral.'' 
■■■'Keyes’' de«« ■" 

■'■' . .0."738"of , 
:■"■■■: ■■■"■■■■1878.: ■■^': 
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“ Captain Hamy (Pield Engineer) was ably assisted by Captain 
H. Morgan, E. A., wbo volunteered his ready talents on all occasions when 
his services could be spared from duty with No. 1 Mountain Battery, 
which he had voluntarily accompanied under Captain Kelso’s orders.” 

The Aegean Campaign, 1878-79-80. 

1878. 

The Battery is warned to prepare for field service. On 

October 4th. — Marched from Koh4t to Peshdwar (38 
nilles) to join the Force assembling to attack Ali Masjid. 

October 6th. — Marched from Peshawar to Hari Singh- 
ki-Bnrj. 

October 7th.- — Marched to Jamrud. 

October 18th. — Reconnaissance, entrance to the Khyher. 

October 21st. — Ditto ditto. 

October 26th. — -Ordered to return to Kohat, and ina relied 
to Peshdwar. 

October Marched to Ahmad Chahutra. 

October 28th. — Ditto Kohfit. 

November 5th. — The Battery is taken on the .strength 
of the Kurram Field Force and ordered to proceed to Thai. 

November 8th. — Marched from Kohdt to Uslazai. 


Afghan., cam- ! 


■Warned f 01*' 
jfteld iservice,. 

Ordered to 
■ Join the „ ; 
Force asfiem,- 
bling' to '.at'*." 
tack 
Jid. ' 


.Eetiirns to^ 
Kohat, 


November 9th . — 

Do. 


do. 

Ibrahimzai. 

November 10th . — 

Do. 


do. 

Togh. 

November 11th . — 

Do. 


do. 

Surazai. 

November 12th . — 

Do. 


do. 

Gundy a r. 

November 13th.-— 

Do. 


do. 

Thai. 

November 21 at.— 

-Grossed 

the 

Kurram 

River (Af^ 

Frontier) and marched to Ahmad-i- 

Shamo. 

November 22nd . — 

■Marched to 

Hazir Pir Zearat. 

November 24th . — 

Do. 

do. 

Darwaza. 

* 

November 25th . — 

Do. 

do. 

Kurram Fort. 


Taken o» 
strength of 
the Knrram . 
Field Fcrce, 
D o isa of 
SrdHovem- ^ 
ber 1881 . • 

M arehea to- • 
wardfc Thai. 


Crosses th.® 
Afghan 
Frontier* 
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:'K.eeoii,Bai«- 

■ saBce o^tiie 
reiwarlKotal' 


iV^iym5e?’ Eeconnaissance of the Peiwar Kotai. 
One muleteer killed in action. Encamped near the hills, 

November 29th . — The camp, feeing under fire of the 
enemy’s guns, withdrew to a greater distance from the hills. 

December 1st . — Marched at 10 p, m. with the column 
proceeding vid the Sphin Ghai to turn the Peiwar Kotai. 


December 2nd.—-'T.h.& Battery advanced with the first 
^‘elsmber line to the crest of the Sphin Ghai, a little feeyond the 
enemy’s stockades on which Captain Kelso was killed. At a 
later period in the morning the guns (under Lieutenants 
H. N. Jervois and J. C. Shirres), took up a position com- 
manding the interior of the enemy’s camp feehind the Peiwai' 
Kotai, and shelled it with such effect that the tents were 
set on fire and the enemy put to flight. The defenders of 
the Peiwar Kotai in front soon followed, and a general retreat 
commenced. This is considered by all who witnessed it to 
have been the decisive point of the victory ; but it was not 
• tlien taken advantage of, as a flank march of the troops 
which had been previously ordered had already commenced, 
and there would have been difficulty in countermanding 
it, owing to the difficulty of communicating orders to scattereil 
bodies of troops in thickly-wooded hills. 

In the afternoon the troops composing the front attack 
took possession of the Peiwar Kotai unopposed. 

Casualties . — One British Officer killed ; one Gunner and 
three mules severely wounded. The Battery now marched 
with the flanking column to Zabardast Killa, where it 
halted. 


the 

Qa.- ^ 1,^1 


December 6th . — Marched from Zabardast Killa to Ali 


December 7th . — Two guns (Left Division under Lieuten- 
ant Shirres) marched with a force making a reconnaissance 
of the Shutar Gardan. 
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Hecmfe’ &A.— Head-quarters and Right Division marched 
to Rokian. 

Becemher 10th. — Right Division from Rokian and Left 
Division from the Shntargardan returned to Ali Khel. 

December 12th,~T'h.e Battery marched from Ali Khel 

to Sapri. Valley. 

December 13th.—Tlie Battery marched to Isiirak, 
forcing the Sapri Pass. One Grunner severely wounded, and 
one follower killed. 

December ISilt. — March from Isdrak to Shugani. 

December 19th. — Marched to Kurram. Captain H. R. L. 

Morgan joined and assumed command of the Battery on this 
date. 

December 25th.— Crossed the Kurram River and encamped 
on left bank. ■ 

December 26th. — ■Marched to Darwaza. 

December 27th. „ Hazir Pir. 

December 30th.— The undei’mentioned men are rccom- ordcv of 

^ ^ ^ ^ Merit; 

mended foi’ the Oixler of Merit foi' distinguished gallantry at 
the assault of the Peiwar Kotal ( Court of Inquiry), vk. : — 

Havildar Sapp drun Singh, 

Naick Eihal Singh. 

Lance-Naick GuL 
Gunner Ohogatta. 

An augmentation of 20 Gunners is sanctioned AuRmenta- 
(Government of India letter No. 852 K. C., dated 18th De- 
cember 1878, to Government, Punjab, Military Department). 

Eight Gunners and 12 Drivers sanctioned in lieu of 20 jAitered to | 
Gunners (Government of India No. 805 K. C., to Govern- ■'■2 Dmers. 
ment, Punjab, Military Dejiartment). 
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January is# 7S79.— The Battery is ordered to march 


^he'poroe® January is# 7579.— The Batte 

invadiTi,g : : 

Kiiostvauey. the Force proceeding to Khost. 


January 2nd . — Marched from Hazir Pir to Jaji Mardan. 

January 8rd . — Marched to Bdgh. 

January 4th . — Marched to Kiibi. 

January 5th . — Marched to Matun (Khost). 


Action at 
Matun, Tth 
Jany. 1870. 


Be turn to 
the Kurram 
Valley. 


Ordered to 
iCurramBort. 


January Ith . — Engaged in operations against the enemy 
throughout the day. Expended 44 rounds. 

January IStli . — Marched from Matun to Duhgun. 
January 15th . — Marched to Matun. 

January 21th . — Marched from Matun to Sabri m route 
for the Kurram Valley. 

January 30th . — Marched from Sabri to Budazai. 
Janiiary Slst.—hlaxchedi. to Hazir Pir. 

March 9th . — -Marched from Hazir Pir to Baddesh Khel. 


March 16th . — Marched 


March 1 1th . — Marched 


to Wali Muham- 
mad’s Fort, 
to Kurram. 


Ordered to March 11th . — The Battery is ordered to be augmented 
.e o guns. g guns, the 2 extra guns being placed in reserve at the 
termination of the campaign, or when considei'ed desirable. 
(No. 768 D,, dated 11th March 1879, from Government of 
India to Government, Punjab, Military Department). 

mentetloaf®'" April 13th . — The Battery was formed into a 6-gua 
Battery on this date. 
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The following extra men, &c., were sanctioned 
the 2 extra guns, ma, : — 


■ '2'. Hayildars, 

■ 2 ■ Naieks. 

12' Ou liners. 


26 Drivers. 

4 Muleteers. 

10 Grass-cutters. 


Ho. COSfroro 
0overiimenti» 
Pmija'b, to 
Of&cer Com- 
mandiug ISTo. 
1 MountftiLTi 

;Battery, 20 th. 
Mareti 1870 ^ 


1 Havildar Driver, 

2 Naicks 'Drivers, 


8 Lascars, Pakli alls, Artificers# 
26 Battery mules# 


12 Baggage mules. 


Vide'Eo. 697, dated 20th March 1879, from Government, 
Punjab, to the Brigadier'' General Commanding Punjab 
Frontier Force. 


Afjril IBtli . — Marched from Kurram to Hahih Kila. 

49?t 7 Marched to TarL 

Apnl 18th . — Marched to Bian Khel. 

May 3rd . — The 3rd class Order of Merit was presented 
(on a parade of the Kurram Division at Ali Khel) to 
Havilddr Sappdrun Singh and Kaick Gul by Major-General 
F. lloberts, v.c., c.b., w'ho complimented the Battery on the 
gallant service it had rendered at the Pei war Kotal. 


Ordered, "t O', 
Bian, 'Kh:,'©i* 


'Order, of . 
. Merit. .. 


May 6th . — ^Lieutenant A. C. Bailward joined the Battery 
on this date. 


3Iay Marched from Bian Khel to Ali Khel. 

May 1 7ih.— Tyfo guns (Right Division) marched with 
a force making a reconnaissance in the Mangal country , ewxary! 
and returned in the evening. 

May 22nd . — Two guns (Left Division) marched as 
above. 


Jime 5th . — The Battery is ordered to march with a 
force to Kariah. 


June 6th . — Marched from Ali Khel to Hasti by a new 
and very difficult route over the hills. 

June 7th . — Marched to Kariah. 

Jime 15th . — Three guns (Right Half Battery) marched 
with a force making a reconnaissance of the Mangal 
country. Resistance was offered, and the force retired for 
political reasons. 
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June The Battery inarched with the column 

m rcwfe to Kurram, halting half way. 

/z<ne Marched to Eurram. 

A half Bat- Julv 7th,— A. half Battery being ordered to Baddesh 

.tery ordered ■ , * , -■ - ■ 

Khel, 3 guns iindex’ Lieutenant Jervois marcliecl there oii 
this date. 

September 6th.— The 'Lek Half Battery was relieved at 
Baddesh Kliel by the Right HaE Battery under Lieutenant 
Shirres on this date. Both half Batteries marched through, 
leaving guns, ammunition and tents standing to be taken 
over by relieving half Batteries, there being no carriage 
available. ■ 


Masjmcre of 
t"tie British 


September 8th. — Intelligence of the massacre of the 
British Embassy at Kabul is received. 

The Battery September 9th.— The Head -quarters and four guns of 
“llirmieif the Battery are ordered to join the force assembling at 
Ali Khel, and one gun (Ho. 3) complete is brought up 
from Baddesh Khel to join Head-quarters. 

September 11th. — Marched from Kirrram to Tari (foot 
of the Peiwar). Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 guns with Captain 
Morgan and Lieutenant Shirres. 

September 12th. — Marched to Ali Khel. 

the September 24th. — Marched from Ali Khel to Karatiga 
dan. en to the Shutargardan. 

September 25th. — Marched to the Shutargardan. 

October Engaged with the Ghilzais, who attacked 

the camp (Shutargardan) in large force. Expended 44 
rounds. 

October 14th. — The Battery was engaged with the 
enemy throughout the day, —the Centre Division under 
Captain Morgan in the neighbourhood of the Surkai Kotal, 
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and the Left Division nncler Lieutenant Shirres nearer 
camp. The enemy were defeated at all points with heavy 
loss,— a result attributed in a great measure to the admir- 
able practice made by the guns. Expended 51 rounds. 
Casualties, 1 Driver wounded. 

October ISth.—Two guns (Left Division) marched to • 
Kassim Avith a force covering foraging parties, and returned 
same day. 

October The Battery was engaged with the Ghil- tue*shut.« 

zais Avho assembled in very large numbers (10,000 to 15,000) 
to attack the camp. The guns -were placed in position 
to defend weak points the previous evening, and the Gun- 
ners remained by them all night. Throughout the day 
they were moved about the camp to defend threatened 
points or to destroy constructed ■within rifle range, 

the Gunners being covered by breast works of atta bags 
hastily run up on each occasion, or they must have sufter- 
red heavily. The enemy occupied tlie hills overlooking 
camp in great force, and were within easy range of the 
guus ; but only tliose who came within rifle range were fired 
oil, as it was necessary to husband ainmunition on account 
of communications on all sides being closed. No water for 
men or animals w^as obtained during the clay, idie enemy 
liad taken possession of the source of supply, and the guus 
could not he brought to bear on them without taking them 
some distance from camp, which the strength of the garrison 
did not permit doing. Information having been received 
tiiat 4,000 of the enemy had sworn to capture the guus 
daring the night or die in the attempt, a strong force, of 
Infantry was told off for their protection, and detachments 
remained by them as on the previous night. About -mid- 
night an attack was attempted, but was not driven home.’ 

October 19th . — On the morning of the IDlh the enemy 
still held possession of the surrounding lulls, and they opened 


; Atta*^.k on, 
tiis Siiiitar- 
gqrdan.'. 
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a heavy fire on camp from sungars which they had con- 
sti’ucted during the night. These sungars were quickly 
destroyed by the guirs, but individual riflemen posted behind 
rocks continued to fire on the camp during the greater 
part of the day. An attempt to water the animals in camp 
was made about noon, but failed, one baggage mule being- 
killed and several wounded. A small quantity of water 
for the men Avas obtained from wells wliich had been dug 
the previous day. 

October 19tJi . — About this time ^ heleographic com- 
munication was opened with the relieving force from Kabul 
which, had arrived at Kushi ; and soon after the guns 
were turned on the masses of the enemy on the hills, 
keeping up a brisk fire for about a quarter of an hour, which 
must have clone great execution, as the practice was excel- 
lent. According to information received by the Political 
Officer the enemy had 50 killed and wounded by this fire 
in one large sungar alone. A sortie was now made, and 
the enemy were driven from one of the sources of water- 
supply, where the pakHals Avere filled in order to Avater 
the mules in the camp. 'h The enemy were now seen retiring 
in large bodies, though parties of them still kept firing on 
camp from behind the ci'ests of the near hills. About this 
time Allah-ud-din Khan (brother of Padshah Khan, Ghilzai) 
Avas sev-erely Avounded by a shell which had been fired at 
him under the impression that he Avas one of the enemy's 
chiefs, as he aa'rs riding in a spot from Avhich a party of the 
enemy had been driven by a shell a short time before. He 
stated he was in treaty with the enemy on our behalf, and 
liad just paid them a large sum to disperse; but he AA-as 
generally believed to be a traitor. He died of his Avoand 
(arm shot oft) some days after. By 5 p. m. the Avhole of 
the enemy had retired. 

Captain H. R. L. Morgan and Lieutenant J. C. Shirres 
were brought to special notice by. the Officer Commanding 
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the troops for their services at the Shutargardan. Jema- 
dir Fattu and Havild4r-Major Shdm Singh distinguished 
themselves during the same period. The conduct of all 
ranks and the cheerful manner in ■which they bore their 
privations and exposure to cold, as well as their steadiness 
under fire, was very praiseworthy. 

The officer commanding the troops at the Shutar- 
gardan reported as follows with regard to the actions on the 
2nd, 14th, 18th and 19th October 1879 

* * , « # 

“ Captain H. R. L. Morgan, Commanding the Kohafc Mountain Battery. 

It is impossible to speak too highly of the admirable way in whieh 
both Captain Morgan and Lieutenant Shirres of the same Battery have 
handled their guns on every occasion they have been engaged with the enemy. 
Both on the 2ud and 14th October our success was in a great measure due to 
the crushing fire of their guns.” 

(On 18th and 19th October). 

, % . # % m . , # 

Captain H. E. L. Morgan, Commanding the Kohat Mountain Battery, 
and Lieutenant J. 0. Shirres, Royal Artillery.— I ^vould wish to bring to 
especial notice the service rendered by these officers with their guns. I 
have never beiore seen such perfect Artillery practice, and in every engage- 
ment with the enemy our success has been in a very great measure due 
to the effect of their fire.” 

Only 176 rounds were fired during the defence of tlic 
Shutargardan, the guns being fired sparingly, as there wa.s 
no prospect of being able to replenish the ammunition - 
boxes. 

October 20th . — Two guns (Left Division) marched with 
a force to the Surkai Kotal, returning to camp the same 
evening. 


K G. O 1133 
oilb'10. 



Cydeirccl to 
Kr^bul. 
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October 21st.~H.yvo guns (Centre Division.) marched with 
a force proceeding to chastise villages in the neighbourhood, 
and returned same evening. 

October Marched with the garrison to Kushi 

en route to Kabul. 


October Marched from Kushi to 

Pyo Khel. 

November 1st .- — ■ 

Do. 

do. 

Beg Sultani. 

November 2nd . — 

Do. 

do. 

Saiid Sang. 

November 3rd . — 

Do. 

do. 

Charasia. 

November 4th . — 

Do. 

do. 

Kabul. 


November 4th.~On arriving at the Bala Hissar the 
Battery and 3rd Sikh Infantry were formed up, and addressed 
by Major-General Sir F. Roberts, k.c.b., as follows : — 

It always gives me pleasure to meet No. I Punjab Mountain Battery 
and the 3rd Sikli Infantry, and this is .more particularly the case now- 
after your gallant behaviour at the Shutargarclan. When the Force left 
Kushi for the march on Kabul there was only one point which gave me 
anxiety, and that was the post to which ^ with the 2 1 st Punjab Infantry, 
you had been told off to defend. The safety of my right flank and rear 
depended mainly on the safety of the Shutargardan ; for if the latter had 
fallen the tribes would have attempted to hinder my march. The small- 
ness of your force attracted them, and my march was consequently not 
molested. Hepeated attacks were made on the position you were holding ; 
and so confident were the Ghilzais of their success that I hear they brought 
down their women to witness your discomfiture. You were able, however, 
to beat them off with heavy loss, notwithstanding their great ntmibers, 
and this shows bow with the weapons you are now armed with you can hold 
your own against almost any number of tribesmen* You have set a good 
example to the whole Force by showing what a few men can do when 
properly led, and I do not think I could have chosen a better spot on 
which to thank you than here beneath the walls of the Bala Hissar, to 
the capture of which you have so much contributed. I am aware that 
the Yiceroy has sent you a special message thanking you for your bravery, 
and I hope you have published it in your Order Books.^^ 
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The Battery now marched to Sherpo re Cantonment, 
where it encamped. 

Movembet' 7th. — The Left Division under Lieutenant 
Shirres marched with a column proceeding to chastise 
villages harbouring mutineers of the Amir’s army, and 
returned in the evening. 

November 20th — 21st. — The Battery (Centre and Left 

Divisions) marched' from Kabul to Argandi en route to Maidan. 

November Marched from Argandi to Maidan. 'MiiWan. 

November 24th. — Marched towards Bainian, burnt several 
villages, captured a large number of cattle, and returned to 
eamp in the evening. 

November 27th. — Marched with the column to attack 
the enemy posted on the hills above Beni Badam. Fired 
12 rounds. The enemy broke and fled after their leader 
had been killed by a shell (as was afterwards ascer- 
tained). Three villages were then burnt, and the troops 
returned to camp, where they arrived after nightfall, 
having marched about 25 miles. 

November 29th.- — Marched from Maidan to Argandi. Bettm to 

November 30th. — Do. do. to Kabul. kafaui. 

December 8th. — Ordered to march with a Brigade under Attaoiiiedto 
Brigadier-General Macpherson, C.B., v.c., proceeding to dis- oflSmai- 
jierse hostile gatherings in the neighbourhood, and marched iStnig 
from Kabul to Kila Ausher on this date. 

December 10th. — Marched with the main body of General 
Macpherson’s column to attack the enemy posted on the 
Pughman range. On reaching the Surkh Kotal came in 
sight of the enemy’s position above the Pughman vil- 
lages. The Brigade was now halted to enable the baggage 
to close up, previous to attacking. In the meantime the 
Khoistani army was observed advancing on the right, and a 
portion of the Brigade with 2 guns (Left Division) was 
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^to°l:ISia-detached to occupy the hills on the right of the Eotal, 
taaii. and prevent the enemy gaining possession of them. The 
enemy’s advanced guard had already ascended these hills, 
but they were soon driven otf, and our troops advancing 
came in sight of the Khoistdnis in immense numbers on 
the plain below. The guns came into action as soon as 
they got within effective range, and fired several rounds with 
good effect, on which the enemy retired followed by our 
troops for about two miles, the guns coming into action as 
favourable opportunities offered. The enemy were completely 
dispersed, and fled towards Khoistfin. 

This portion of the Brigade now halted for the night, 
leaving the remainder with the Centre Division of the Bat- 
tery to hold the Kotal. 

Expended during the day 51 rounds. 

December 11th . — Marched at 8 a. m. to attack the enemy 
vau«y. the Pughman range on the previous day, and picked 

up the force left on the Kotal en route. A junction with 
the Horse Artillery and Cavalry left at Kila Ausher on the 
10th was to have been effected previous to the attack. After 
proceeding some distafice heard the guns of the Horse Artil- 
lery already engaged, and observed large bodies of the enemy 
advancing in their direction. The Brigade advanced rapidly 
to cut off the retreat of the enemy in case they attempted 
to pass through a gorge in the hills separating the two 
forces; and on passing through this gorge saw that our 
Horse Artillery and Cavalry were being close pressed by very 
large bodies of the enemy, on whose masses the fire of the 
guns or charges of the Cavalry seemed to make but little 
impression. General Macpherson’s force advanced for a time 
at the double, the Battery mules trotting, but in the meantime 
the Cavalry Brigade continued to retire, and the Horse Artillery 
guns had ceased firing. Two of the Battery guns (Centre 
Division under Captain W. J. Campbell, e. a,, who had 
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been attached to the Battery temporarily) were now halted 
with a portion of the force to protect the baggage in rear, 
as it was being threatened by bodies of the enemy on the 
surrounding hills. The remainder of the force, with the 
Left Division of the Battery, pushed on to engage the enemy* 
who were pursuing our troops retiring towards Sherpore ; 
and on coming within 1,200 yards of their main body, which 
had drawn up to receive G-eneral Macpherson’ a Brigade, the 
two guns opened fire, causing great confusion amongst 
them. (It was afterwards ascertained that the Horse Artillery 
guns had been abandoned at this spot, but they were con- 
cealed from view by embankments, &c.) General Macpherson’s 
Brigade now advanced, and the enemy retired in two bodies — 
one towards the city of Kabul, and the other, which was 
apparently the main body, towards the hills. General 
Macpherson pursued this latter portion for four or five 
miles, the guns shelling them several times. He now 
halted with the intention of encamping for the night, and 
the Centre Division guns, which had done good service in 
keeping the enemy from closing on the baggage, rejoined 
head-quarters of the Battery. Orders were soon after received 
to retire towards Sherpore, and the Brigade was halted at 
Deh Muzang gorge, where it arrived long after dark. The 
men suffered a good deal from cold during the night, which 
was spent here, as tents, bedding and food had been sent 
into Sherpore. 

December 12ih.-~ThB Brigade having been ordered to 
dislodge the enemy from the Takht-i-Shah, which they were 
occupying in force, two guns (Left Division) with the main 
body of the Brigade marched at daybreak to the Shahr 
Darwfiza heights, the other two guns proceeding at a 
later hour to the right of those heights to aid the 
attack. On arriving on the Shahr Darwfiza the guns 
commenced to shell the enemy posted behind a knoll 


Atta<j3£ on 
the Takht-i 
Shah. 
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about 700 feet below the summit of the Takht, and our In- 
fantry advancing soon afterwards the position was captured 
when the fire of the guns was directed on the summit of the 
Takht at a range of about 1,600 yards. The cover (both 
natural and artificial) at this point was so good that no field 
artillery in existence could dislodge a resolute enemy from it, 
and, although the fire of the four guns was kept up throughout 
the day with accuracy that scarcely could be surpassed, the 
enemy stilT held possession of the peak at nightfall. Several 
attempts to take the position by assault failed, notwithstanding 
the gallantry shown by our officers. Orders having been 
signalled from Sherpore to hold the ground won, both divisions 
of the Battery passed the night in their respective positions, 
the men laying down by their guns and mules. No food for 
men or mules was received during the day, and onlj’’ a very 
limited quantity of water for the former. 

Decembffi' 13th.— On the morning of the 13th the 
attack was renewed, a strong Brigade with two batteries 
having been sent from Sherpore to operate on the enemy’s 
right, and by noon the position was captured. The Left Divi- 
sion guns ascended the hill with the assaulting column, and 
shelled the retreating enemy from its summit, after which they 
returned to the Shahr Darwdza, where they were rejoined by 
the Centre Division guns. During the night the party left to 
hold the Takht-i-Shah signalled for the assistance of two 
guns of the Battery, as they were being pressed by the enemy, 
and at daybreak next morning (December 14th) the Centre 
Division was sent up. The Left Division at the same time 
proceeded to shell bodies of the enemy who had posted 
themselves on the “ Conical Hill ” (Asmai) which they had 
captured during the night. A short time afterwards a 
Brigade from Sherpore attacked them on the opposite side, 
driving them under the fire of the Battery guns, which were 
thus enabled to do great execution, and the position was 
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soon recaptured, the enemy flying across the plain towards 
the Siah Sang. The attack on the Takht-i-Shah was also 
about this time repulsed, with the aid of the Centre Division 
two guns, and the force there was soon afterwards with- 
drawn, the Centi’e Division rejoining head-quarters. Up to 
this time our ti’oops had been victorious at all points, but 
a little later in the day the enemy made a most detei-mined 
attack on the force holding the Kotal on the Asmai range, 
w'hich position they captured. General Macpherson’s Brigade 
was now oi’dered to retire to Sherpore, which proved a very 
hazardous operation, as the enemy gained possession of the 
Conical Hill commanding the Deh Muzang gorge just as 
the Battery was passing through, and another large force 
which had captured the Bala Hissar was threatening to 
cut off the retreat of the column which had to pass thi'ough 
a portion of the city. The Battery, however, reached Sher- 
pore with the loss of only one mule. 

The wdiole force was closely blockaded in Sherpore 
until the 23rd December, when the grand attempt to 
take the place by storm was made. On this occasion 
two guns of the Battery were posted on E, Bemaru 
and the Centre Division near the village below, on which 
points the main attack of the enemy was made, large masses 
of them advancing to within about 400 yards of the position, 
and keeping up so heavy a fire on the ramparts that our 
troops wei’e obliged to take the closest cover. Jemadar 
Fattu, who was with the guns on the hill, was recommended 
by a Court of Inquiry for gallantry on this occasion. Bri- 
gadier-General H. Gough, 0. B., in endorsing this recom- 
mendation, stated : — “ The two guns of No. 1 Mountain 
Battery under the command of Lieutenant Shirres attached 
to the force mider my command at the defence of Bemaru 
on the 23rd December were exposed to very heavy and 
continuous musketry fire for some hours. The behaviour 
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of the men was most excellent, and I was much struck 
with the coolness and steadiness with which the two 
guns were worked.” On the repulse of the enemy a small 
force with two guns of the Battery (Centre Division) was 
sent in pursuit, and drove bodies of them out of villages 
in which they attempted to make a stand, when the column 
returned to Sherpore (same evening). Casualties on 23rd 
and during the investment were, one Gunner severely wounded, 
one mule killed and two severely wounded. The Battery 
expended 626 rounds in actions between 10th and 14th, 
and on 23rd December 1879. Throughout the investment 
half the Battery was kept saddled ready to move at a 
moment’s notice. As many Gunners as could be spared were 
detailed to work Afghan guns under an officer (Lieutenant 
Bailward). 

February 18th, 1880 . — Lieutenant F. R. Thackeray is 
joins, attached to the Battery, Lieutenant Bailward having been 
sent home on sick leave. 

March 22nd . — Orders having been received to march 
to join the Khyher Line Force, where two guns of the 
Battery had already arrived from Kurram, the Battery 
moved into camp on the Siah Sang. 

March 22nd . — Two guns (Left Division) marched to 
Lattiband. 

He®e.|uar- April 4th. — Head-quarters and Centre Division marched 
tTe and Left to Budkhak m route to ioin the Khyber Line Force. 

Kabul Field Force Division Order No. 841, dated 3rd 
April 1881, is published, in which Sir F. Roberts records his 
acknowledgments of “the excellent services rendered by the 
Battery throughout the campaign, from its commencement in 
1878, at the Peiwar Kotal, Shutar Gardan and Kabul,” and 
states he feels sure the reputation it has gained will always be 
maintained. In taking leave of the Battery on parade 
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Sir F. Roberts expressed his great regret at its being taken 
from under his immediate command. 

April 5th. — Marched from Budkhak to Lattiband, where 
the Centre Division rejoined head-quarters. 

April 6th. — Marched to Sei Baba, 

April Marched to Jugdulluk. 

April 8th. — Marched to Pezwdn. 

Apnl 9th. — The Head-quarters with Centre Division 
marched to Sufed Sang, leaving Left Division at Pezwdn. 

April lOth. — The Battery is attached to the force pro- 
ceeding to Hissarak under Brigadier- General Arbuthnot, c. b. 

April 1 1 -Head-quarters and Centre Division return 

to Pezwdn with moveable column. 

April l2th. — ^Marched into the Hissarak oountry fno Hissarak ■ 

■ ' Hxpaditioii 

tents taken). Came in sight of the enemy about noon posted 
in a strong position. The force formed up and attacked, 
driving the enemy from the hills ; then advanced to Mazulla 
Khan’s Fort and village, where it halted. Expended 6 
rounds. 

April l4th. — Employed with a column making a recon- 
naissance in the neighbouring hills. Engaged with bodies 
of the enemy throughout the day. Expended 44 rounds. 

April 16th. — -Returned with the force to Pezwdn. Two 
guns of the Battery with the rear guard were engaged. Ex- 
pended 16 rounds. 

April l8th. — Marched from Pezwd,n to Sufed Sang. Two 
guns and Head-quarters are ordered to Lundi Kotal, and 
two guns to be attached to No. 2 moveable column at Sufed 
Sang. 

April 20th. — Head-quarters and Centre Division marched 
from Sufed Sang to Fort Battye m route to Lundi Kotal. 
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Big h. t 
Division, in 
Snrram. 
T&'liey .re- 
foiris head- 
q.ti$irter8. 


Marched from Fort Batty e to Rozabad. 

April 22nd . — March to Jaldlabad. 

April 23rd . — 

Do. 

Barikab. 

April 24th. — 

Do. 

Bassawal. 

April 25th.-— 

Do. 

Dakka. 

April 26th . — 

Do. 

Lundi Kotal. 

Apdl -Lieutenant 

Jervois proceeds 

to Peshawar 


to appear before a medical board. 

The Right Division, which had been left in the 
Eurram Valley under Lieutenant H. N. Jervois when 
proceeding towards Kabul in September 1879, now rejoined 
head -quarters. It was engaged with the tribes near Bad- 
desh Kheyl in October 1879. Expended 14 rounds. 

In December 1879 it was attached to the force detailed 
for the Zaimusht expedition under Brigadier-General 
Tytler, c.b., v.c., and on the 5th and 7th it marched 
with columns making a reconnaissance in the Ali Sherzai 
and Momazai valleys. On the lOth it marched with the 
whole force to Jowaki, and on the 11th to Manathu in 
Zaimusht territory. 

December 12th . — Marched with a flying column under 
Colonel Gordon (29th Punjab Native Infantry) to Pastaoni 
and bivouacked at Thanna. 

December 13th . — Returned to Pastaoni, when it was 
ordered to join the main body, which had marched 10 miles 
farther on. The route was so difficult that the Infantry 
ammunition mules with the column could not be got on, 
and were sent by a diffei’ent road. 

December 14th . — Marched to Chinarak. 

December 15th . — Marched with a column to attack the 
village of Zawa, the enemy’s chief stronghold. Came into 
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action at 1,100 yards from the enemy’s position, and after- 
wards advanced to within 700 yards, shelling the enemy 
very effectively and driving them from the position, which 
was then occupied hy our troops. 

December Advanced along the ridge captured the 

previous day. It proved to he a very difficult Several 

mules fell down the hillside, hut none were seriously 
injured. Shelled the heights to the right of the Zdwa 
defile to cover the advance of the main body of the force, 
and succeeded in driving off several bodies of the enemy 
who were advancing to attack the column in flank. Village 
of Bdgh was then captured and burned. 

ZlecemSer 1 Marched to Chirdrak. 

December 18ih and 19th..— WeLVch&A io 

Decemh&r Marched with the column io destroy 

the village of Tanch and shelled and dispersed the enemy 
on the heights above. 

December 22nd. — Marched towards Thai, wduch w'as 
reached on the 24th. Expended 60 rounds during the 
expedition. 

January 3rd, 1880. — Marched towards Kohdt en route 
to join the Khybcr Line Force. 

January 9th. — Marched from Kohdt en route to Lundi 
Kotal and arrived on 16th January 1880. 

May 14th. — The Left Division guns which had been peftnivi- 
left at Sufed Sang when the Centre Division and Head- Kama 
quarters marched for Lundi Kotal were, on 14th !^Iay 1880, 
ordered to march to Jaldldbad to join an expedition pro- 
ceeding to Besud. Marched on 15th May and reached 
Jaldldbad on 17th, when it received orders to march with 
a force crossing the river on the next morning. 

May -Crossed the Kabul River, the guns, ammuni- 

tion, &c., and men who could not swim being taken over on 
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rafts, and tiie reraainder of the men swimming with the 
mules. Halted for the night about a mile from the river. 

to attack the enemy, who was 
found strongly posted on a range of hills between two for- 
tified villages. Their main body oifered but little resistance, 
but a party of Ghdzis, who shut themselves up in a tower 
in^de a village, could not be dislodged untif the two guns 
were taken to a position in the village 30 yards from the 
tower. The tower was cut down to within a few feet of 
the ground by the fire of the guns, and the defenders 
killed with the exception of three or four, who rushed out, 
and who were cut down or bayonetted. 

May 21sf . — Marched to Beninga about 12 miles dis- 
tant, and destroyed the village and towers of a hostile 
Khan. 

May 22?id . — 'Sacked and burned the villages and crops 
of two Khans about two miles distant. 

May 23rd . — Recrossed the Kabul River near Jaldla- 
bad, — a difficult operation, lasting eight hours. 

Left DiTi- i/ay 26th . — Moved from the Cantonment at Jaldldbad to 
bad. the W azir Bagh. 

Extract from 2nd Section, K. L, F,, Brigade Order's (No, 612, Field Opera- 
tions), 

“ Brigadier* General Doran desires to convey his warmest thanks to the 
troops employed during the recent operations in Besud, viz > — 

■ ■ * ■ . ^ ^ 

Division No. 1 ( Kohat ) Mountain Battery under Lieutenant 
Thackeray, R. A. 

# 

“ In those few days every attribute of good soldiers was called for and 
displayed. 

The endurance of the troops was tested by severe marching and 
exposure under the fiercest sun. Their discipline was perfect. Their steadi- 
ness was proved by the ascertained effect of their fire. Their gallantry where 
opportunity offered was conspicuous and seen by all. 
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/‘ The passage of the Kabul BiveK with the very scaBty appliances available 
was in itself a feat of which the troops may well be proud* The whole of the 
horses and a large proportion of the men of three troops of the Central India 
Horse, and the whole of the mules of a division of No. 1 ( Kohat) Mountahi 
Battery with their Drivers swam this formidable river at a place 400 yards in 
width and having a velocity estimated at between six and seven miles an hour* 
This was achieved with the loss of but one Driver (Transport Central India 
Horse) and a cavalry horse. The Brigadier-Q-eneral believes that no record 
of such a feat can be found in our military history* 

“ The troops will hereafter learn that Brigadier. General Doran has in his 
despatches borne witness to their excellent services in no measured terms. 
He is conident that no page in the history of this campaign will bear higher 
testimony to the sterling value of our troops than that which tells of the 
operations in Besud in May 1880. 

“ Brigadier-General Doran desires that this order may be entered in 
the records of every corps concerned/’ 

(Sd.) Hugh Pearson, 
Brigade^Major^%nd Section^ K* L, F, 

June 1st . — Marched to Girdi Kas mth the force detailed 
for the Kdma expedition. 

June 3rd . — Crossed the Kabul River, the guns, &c., 
being taken on rafts, and the mules and most of the men 
swimming as at Besud. Bivouacked for the night on an island, 
and crossed to the left bank in the morning. 

June 5th . — Marched to destroy four forts whose owners 
had given shelter to the Mulah Kalil. No opposition. 

June 6th . — Recrossed to Girdi Kus. The rafts had 
been wrecked, which greatly delayed the crossing, the Division 
not getting to camp until midnight. 

June 7th . — Marched to Ali Bogan. 

June 8th . — Marched to Wazir Bdgh. 

June .Lieutenant W. J. Honner joins head-quarters 
at Lundi KotaL 

August Marched m route to rejoin Battery head- 

quarters at Lundi Kotal, and arrived on 17th August. 
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E stablMied 
Str©agth 
in 188U. ~ 


Casxxalties 
dtaring .file 
Afghan 
'€a»apaigB« 


August 27^4.— The six guns of the Battery were now 
together for the first time during the past year. The estab- 
lished strength at this period was as under— 
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Orders were soon afterwards received for the reduction of 
one British Officer, eight Gunners and twelve Drivers on the 
return of the Battery to India. The six guns to be retained 
until further orders. 


The casualties during the campaign were— 


Particulars. 

British 

Ofiicers. 

Native of- 
ficers, Non- 
commis- 
sioned offi- 
cers and 
men. 

Total. 

Battery 

mules. 

Horses 

(Officers.) 

Battery 

followers, 

i " 

Killed in action , 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

2 

Died of disease on service 

... 

40 

40 

"... 

... 

2<Jb 

Wounded severely 

*»*[ 

3 

3 

3 

la 

... 

Wounded slightly 

... ■ 1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Total 

1 

45 

46 

5 

1 

22 


(а) liieatenant Shirrea’s charger. 

(б) luoluding mistri smith, mistri carpenter and moohie. 

Gun ammunition expended during the campaign, 1,077 
rounds. The small number of casualties in action is owing to 
the fiict that the Gunners work the guns in a sitting posture, 
and were always kept well under cover when exposed to fire 
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at short ranges, as at Bemdru, 400 yards ; Besud, 80 yards ; &c. 

Most of the deaths were caused by pneumonia brought on 
by exposure in, a severe climate, particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Peiwar Kotal in December 1878, and near 
Kdbul in December 1879, when the men had to spend several 
nights in the field without tents, and on a few occasions 
without blankets. 

March 2nd 1881.— The. following rewards were conferred Bewices of 

■ . .» . ' individual** 

on individuals for services with the Battery during the ana rewards 
campaign, m. 

Captain H. R. L. Morgan to be Brevet Major. 

(Lieutenant J. C. Shirres, who distinguished himself 
throughout the campaign, was specially selected by Sir 
F. Roberts for appointment to the Royal Horse Artillery as 
a reward for his services, but he preferred remaining in the 
Battery, with the prospect of obtaining the command of it 
when it should become vacant.) 

Lieutenant F. R. Tliackeray was appointed to the Royal 
Horse Artillery in recognition of his services with a division 
of the Battery at Besdd in May 1880. 

The undermentioned men were granted the Order of 
Merit, 3rd class, for gallantry in the field, vh : — 

Harilddr Sappurun Singh (now Hayild^r Major). 

Naiok Nihal Singh (since dead). ; 

Lanoe-Naick Gul (now Havilddr). 

Gunner Chowgutta (since dead). 

Jemadar Fattu and Rote Havildar Anokha both distinguish- services an- 
ed themselves for their energy, zeal and ability throughout 
the campaign, and the excellent example they set the men on 
all occasions. The former was recommended for the Order of 
Merit by a Court of Inquiry, and by Generals H. Gough, v.c., 

C.B., and Macpherson, c.b., v.c., for gallantry during the 
repulse of the attack on Sherpore on 23rd December 1879. 

The order, however, was not granted, owing to the delay in 
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bringing forward the claim, and the acts* not being considered 
of the nature for which the order is usually granted. 

The conduct of all ranks throughout the campaign, 
whether in action or suffering from cold and hunger, was 
most exemplary. 

G. G. 0. 418, dated 29th July 1881, announces that 
“Her Majesty the Queen-Empress of India has been gra- 
ciously pleased to permit the following corps to bear on 
their colors or appointments the words specified below, in 
commemoration of their gallant conduct during the recent cam- 
paigns in Afghanistan ” — 

iV"o. 1 ( KoTicit) Pimjah Mountain Battery, 

Peiwar Kotal.” 

“Kabul 1879.” 

“ Afghauistaa 1878.80.” 

m * ^ ^ 

Ligitenant March Lieutenant Thackeray is struck off the 

Jb » JL .USdC"' 

strength of the Battery on appointment to the Royal' Horse 
Artillery. 

Tto Battery March l8th . — Orders are received for the evacuation of the 
Khyber, and the Battery is detailed for Dera Ismail Khan on 
return to Ladia, with the possibility of being taken on the pro- 
jected Waziri expedition if it can reach Edwardes-abdd in time. 
The Right Half Battery marched with a portion of the Lundi 
Kotal garrison for ^hahg&x en route to Peshdwar. 

March l9th . — The Head-quarters and Left Half Battery 
marched with remainder of Lundi Kotal garrison for 
Shahgdi, and the Left Half Battery marched to Hari Singh ki 
Burj. 

* Saving a gun for several boura while exposed to a heavy musketry fire at short 
range, the remainder of the gun detachment and the infantry being at the same time 
kept under the closest cover, 
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iiarcA Slsif.— Head-quarters and half Battery inarched 
to Hari Singh ki Burj, and was rejoined by Right Half. 
Battery. 

22nd.— Thje. Battery marched to Peshdwar, Battery 
when its transport (118 mules) was taken for exchange by the 
Commissariat Department. Halted on the 23rd for want of 
carriage. Received carriage at noon on 24th, when camp 
was struck and the Battery marched to Matani. Marched 
to Kohdt on 25th. Halted at Kohdt on 26th to dispose of 
effects of deceased men, &c., and Battery heavy stores, which 
had been left at the dep6t there on proceeding on field service 
in 1878. Marched for Edwardes-abM, the head-quarters 
of the Waziri Field Force, on the 27th, and arrived on the 
31st March, Owing to the uncertainty of the movements 
of the Khyber Brigade, another Battery had been detailed 
to replace the Battery in the Wazfri Field Force, but the 
Brigadier-General Commanding halted the Battery at 
Edwardes-abdd, pending a reference to Government on the 
subject. On existing arrangements being confirmed the 
Battery was ordered to march for Dera Ismail Khan on 
the 2nd April, and it arrived on 7th April. 

April 18th . — Some days afterwards orders were received 
to detail two guns (with permission for Head-quarters 
accompany them) to join Brigadier-General Gordon’s 
Brigade at Edwardes-abM, and on the 18th the guns marched, 
reaching Edwardes-abM on the 23rd, and joining General 
Gordon’s Brigade in camp at Mirian on the 25th April 
1881. 

May 4th.— March, to Spin Worn, crossing the Waziri 
Frontier. 

May 5th . — March to Dawa Warka Burj. 

May 6th.— Do. Suraho. 

May 7th.— Do. Rdzani. 

May 9th . — Do. Eazmuk. 
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March lOi/i. — -In accordance with Wazfri Field Force 
Orders marched to Makin, joining the Force under the 
immediate command of Brigadier-G-eneral Kennedy, c.B., 
Commanding the Expedition. 

May March with the Force to Junjal. 


May 

Do. 

do. Suri Munji Kuch. 

May 

Do. 

do. Murki Bund. 

May 16th . — 

Do. 

do. Jhandula. 

May 17th.^ 

Do. 

do. Zam, recrossing 



Waziri Fron- 



tier. 

May 18th.— 

Do. 

do. Tank. 


Jfay March for Dera Ismail Khan, arriving on 

irwpeotioa. The Battery was inspected by Brigadier-General 
T. G. Kennedy, c.B., at Dera Ismail Khan, on the 26th 
January 1882 and following days. 

Eeduotion Intimation is received (27th January 1882) that the 

to 4 guns. . 

two extra guns and equipments are to be returned into 
Ordnance Store (No. 49 B., dated 14th January 1882, 
from the Military Secretary, Government of India, to the 
Military Secretary, Government, Punjab). 

The two extra guns were returned to the Ordnance 
Department on the 22nd July 1882, and the strength of 
the Battery returned as four guns from 23rd July 1882. 

Increase of Intimation is received on the 12th August 1882 that 
the baggage establishment of the Battery is to be increased 
by 24 mules. 

G. c.Eayto Good conduct pay is issued to non-commissioned officers 
from the 1st July 1882. 



No, 1 (kohat) mouotain batteey, p. f. p. 


41 


Major Morgan proceeded on six months’ general leave, 
and Lieutenant Shirres is appointed officiating Commandant 
of the Battery on the 7th December 1882. 

Lieutenant H. B, Brownlow joined the Battery on the 
27th February 1883. 

The Battery marched from Dera Ismail Khan on the Battery miBi'- 

. ^ . ches ftora 

16th March 1883 on relief, and arrived at Abbott-abdd on 

the 8th April 1883. Abbott-abad. 

Major Morgan rejoined the Battery and assumed com- 
mand on the 31st May 1883, and again left on six months’ 
furlough on the 16th June 1884. 

Major. Morgan vacated the command on promotion to the 
substantive rank of Major, and Captain Shirres is appointed 
Commandant by G. G. 0. Ko, 370 of 29th June 1883. 

A detachment of the Battery consisting of Captain Shirres, menforn# 
Lieutenant Honner, 1 Sdbaddr and 34 Non-commissioned ^'ee*a^®S- 

^ sam, ilth. Da*. 

Officers and Gunners marched from Abbott-ab^d on the 11th “laslf 
December 1883 to proceed on active service to Assam, The 
detachment arrived at Hasan Abdal on 12th December and 
started by rail for Calcutta on the 13th, and reached Calcutta 
on the 18th, and were located in Fort William. Leaving 
Calcutta on the 20th, they proceeded by rail and river steamboat 
to Tezpore in Assam, which they reached on the 24th 
December, and joined the Force under Brigadier-General B. S. 

Hill, O.B., proceeding against the Akka tribe. 

Two 150-pounder mountain guns with 244 rounds of am- 
munition and equipment for half a Battery, all fitted for 
coolie carriage, were taken over at Tezpore on the 28th. 

An epidemic of Ludhidna disease broke out amongst the 
horses and mules of the Battery which had been left at Ab- out at AbbotiU 
bott-abdd on the 15th December 1883, and two horses and 
seven mules died. 

On the 31st December 1883 the detachment marched mOTobes to 

' ' ' ' tlie front 31st ' 


from Tezpore to proceed to the front in accordance with urgent 


Deoemtses! 
ISSi* 
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orders from G-eneral Hill. They started at 2-45 in the after- 
noon, and readied Balipura, 18 miles, about midnight. They 
again started at 10 A,, m. next day and reached Dijumukh, 
20 miles, about 6 p. m., crossed the river Maj Borelli in boats 
in the dark, and joined General Sale Hill. The equipment 
being all carried by coolies, the’ rate of progression was slow. 
On the 2n.d January 1884 the detachment marched to Camp 
I, on the 3rd January 1884 to Gamp II, and on the 4th Jan- 
uary crossed the Maj Borelli from the left to the right bank 
on rafts constructed of bamboos, — a laborious and somewhat 
Capt. shiraea perilous Operation. On the 5th January the detachment 
to Camp III. On the 6th Captain Shirres joined 
a reconnaissance to inspect the enemy’s position, and with a 
working party cleared down the forest and dense jungle upon 
a position which commanded a part of the enemy’s position. 
On the 7th January 1884 the detachment moved to attack 
the Akkas and cross the river Tanga Pani. The Artillery fire 
speedily di dodged the enemy from their lower breastworks, 
and the iu-antry crossed under a heavy fire of poisoned 
arrows, ami a -sisted by the Artillery fire drove the enemy 
before them rli rough the forest until all their positions had 
been airin' ioue 1. In the evening the Force bivouacked in 
the eneiu\'’3 vill.ig’e of Labli. There were no casualties in 
the Batter r, as the enemy were chiefly armed with bows 
and poisoned arrows, the latter never reaching the Battery ; 

Betum com- Carriages broke. On the 21st January 1884 

“Tamm^“*the detachment commenced its return march, the enemy 
having delivered up the captives they had carried off and 
submitted to the conditions imposed .on them, and arrived at 
Tezpore on the 26th January 1884 and Calcutta on the 5th 
February. 


SJfiaipmeat 

dretTOned'tO' 


The guns and equipment were returned to the arsenal, 
Fort William, on the 7th February 1884, and the detachment 
left Calcutta by rail on the 9th February 1884, arriving at 
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Hasan Abddl on the 17th February and Abbott-abM on the 
19th February 1884. IH/Sil 

The following order was issued by Brigadier- General 
E. S. Hill, c. B.— 

Akha Field Force Orders by Brigadier-General E. S. Hill, C. B. 
dated Camp Tezpore, January 1884. 

No. 153. 

1. Telegraphic instriictions having been received from Armj head- 
quarters for the Akka Field Force to be broken up, regiments and detachments 
will return to their respective stations as soon as means of transit can be made 
available. ‘ 

^ « # # # 

2. The Brigadier-General desires to express his thorough satisfaction with 
the behaviour and conduct of ail ranks during the late expedition. Although 
little resistance was experienced and thereby the soldier’s reward of encounter 
with an enemy was not fully realized, yet full opportunity was given to the 
troops for the display of some of the highest attributes of a soldier. It is by 
cheerful performance of duty and endurance of the hardships inseparable from 
active service that the qualities of troops are displayed, and in this respect the 
Force which the Brigadier-General had the honor to command has shewed itself 
worthy of high commendation. The conduct of the expedition presented 
features of peculiar difficulty from the exceptionally precipitous nature of the 
densely-clad forest ranges to be traversed and from the fact of two rivers having 
to be crossed without any appliances except such as could be improvised at 
the time. 

3. The conduct of the troops was on every occasion exemplary, and the 
harassing duties of convoy and outpost have been diligently and thoroughly 
performed and exposure and hardship cheerfuliy borne. 

# ■ ■ # .. , ^ . . ■ M 

To 

# * mm* * 

Captain SHIBEES, b.a. 

# * * * * • 

The Brigadier-General’s acknowledgments are due 

support and assistance afforded bim and for the 

control of tbeir commands 

****** 

(Sd.) G. A, WAY, Lieut.-Colonel 

D. A. , 


for tbewo. mei A, 

dated SOth 

efficient yiUtfm 

the Adjutant 
■ 'G-eueraU in 
5ji India to Oap- 

* tain Bhxnm* 


A. G. 
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Lieuteiiaiili 
■ "BComner 
leaves. 


Lieutenant Honner leaves on appointment to tlie command 
of No. 5 G-arrison Battery on the 20th January 1885.— G. G. 0. 


689 of 26th December 1884, 


mMoues'^or Battery marched from Ahhott-ahdd for Kohdt on the 

i-ebrtiaiT 6th February 1885 and arrived at Kohat on the 22nd February 
1885. The route followed was not the regular route laid 
down. The road leaves Abbott-abdd in a westerly direction, 
crosses over the hills to the river Sirren, and thence over more 
hills to the Indus, which it strikes at Ldllu Galli. Following 
the left bank of the Indus, it meets the Pindi-Peshdwar Grand 
Trunk Road about five miles from Attock, and proceeds to Chui 
and Lumbidhan, joining the regular route at Pind Sultdni. 
The distance was 15 marches, but some of these were short. 
The road was a hill one, but in excellent repair when the 
Battery passed over it. The river Sirren was a little swollen, 
being up to the mules’ dock. The baggage was crossed over 
on a ferry boat. The Sirren had again to be crossed at Torbela, 
but the ford was wide and the water shallow. The Harm was 
forded at Chui, and was shallow. Supplies of grass and grain 
were plentiful for the requirements of the Battery, and the 
camping-grounds, although small, were picturesque and in the 
main good. 

Battery mar- Under Orders from the Assistant Adjutant-General, Punjab 

Baw^tod!; Prontier Force, the Battery marched from Kohdt on the 16th 
March 1885 to take part in the Viceregal Gamp of Exercise at 
Rawalpindi, and returned to Kohdt on the 22nd April 1885. 

Battery in- On the 15th March 1885 orders were received from the 

; : ereased to ' ■ ' ■ ■ 

a“a.^I ’56 Assistant Adjutant-General, Punjab Frontier Force, to increase 
iiarcb 1886 . the establishments and equipment for a strength of six guns, 
and everything was reported as complete on the 19 th June 
1885. 

The Battery was warned for active service and detailed 
as part of a Reserve Division, April 1885. 
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A third Native Officer is sanctioned for the Battery, and ^Si^p. 
Pay Havilddr Anokha is promoted Jemaddr, 4th May 1885, ’’NaWTs ol^ 
Gi. Gr. 0. 341 of 19th June 1885. 

Lieutenant Underwood joins as second Subaltern, appoin- 
ted to the Battery by Gr. 0. 0. 183 of 10th April 1885. 

Orders are received from the Assistant Adjutant-General, Pour sotew 

gTlllS 

Punjab Frontier Force, that the Battery will in future consist ordeied. 
of four 2' 5 inch 7-pounder muzzle-loarling screw guns of 400 
lbs., and two 3 inch 7-pounder muzzle-loading guns of 200 lbs, 
the latter to be used as howitzers. 

Lieutenant St. John joins the Battery on appointment 
as third Subaltern under G. G. 0. 595 of 30th October 1885. 

Lieutenant Brownlow leaves the Battery on the 17th 3jiet3.tenit,al; 

IBrowBLlow 

February 1886 to take the mules, &c,, of No. 4 (Hazdra) 

Mountain Battery from Abbott-abdd to Calcutta, under telegra- ’^“yStteryf™ 
phic orders from the Assistant Adjutant -General, Punjab 
Frontier Force. 








